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Program

Venue: Room #512, West School Building, Keio University Mita Campus, Tokyo, Japan
Chair:  Satoshi Tanahashi (Ochanomizu University)

14:00-14:10 Opening Remarks: Satoshi Tanahashi

14:10—-14:30 Presentation1: Toru Yamaguchi (Keio University)

¢

“Geoarchaeology of ‘a Drowning Island’: Prehistoric Human Settlement and
Geomorphologic Formation of Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu”

14:30—14:50 Presentation2: Hiroya Yamano (National Institute for Environmental Studies)
“Intrinsic Vulnerability of Fongafale Islet, Tuvalu: A View from Geomorphology”

14:50-15:10 Presentation3: Naoko Fukayama (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)
and Daichi Ishimori (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies RILCAA)

“Who are the Fongafale Islanders? : The Construction of Localness in Tuvalu’s Capital”
15:10—-15:30 Presentation4: Makoto Kobayashi (Tokyo Metropolitan University)

“Tuvaluans on the Move: Migration and Kinship Networks between Funafuti and Outer
Islands”

15:35-16:05 Comments
Commentator:  Niko Besnier (University of Amsterdam/Waseda University)
Discussant: Hajime Kayanne (University of Tokyo)

16:05—-16:30 Discussion
Concluding Remarks: Satoshi Tanahashi

The symposium is part of the output of research conducted under the Japanese Ministry of Environment
Global Environment Research Fund project, “Adaptive Measures to Changes in Geomorphology and Water
Resources on Atoll Island Countries,” and the MEXT Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research on Innovative Areas
project, “Coral Reef Science for Symbiosis and Coexistence of Human and Ecosystem under Combined
Stresses: Landscape History of Coral Reef-Human Symbiosis (Group B02).”
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The Aim of the Symposium
Satoshi Tanahashi (Ochanomizu University)

How should we conserve our human-life environments against the sea-level rise caused by the
global warming? Finding a solution strategy for this question is recognized as one of the most
significant contemporary tasks to be grappled in a global manner. Preparing countermeasures
against the sea-level rise has been pushed to the front as the pressing issue for Oceanic small island
nations such as Tuvalu, Kiribati, and the Republic of Marshall Islands, the territories of which consist
of coral atolls with unavoidable high vulnerability to climatic and environmental changes.

For the last couple of years, we, the organizers and presenters of the symposium, have been
carrying out fieldworks together in Tuvalu as the members of the two projects: “Adaptive Measures
to Changes in Geomorphology and Water Resources on Atoll Island Countries” and “Coral Reef
Science for Symbiosis and Coexistence of Human and Ecosystem under Combined Stresses.”
While our specialties are diversified, we have been encouraging each other to cross the boundaries
between natural, social, and human sciences. The symposium is one occasion of such a border
crossing, in which we aim at exchanging our insights into the coral reef-human symbiosis in the
coral atoll world of Tuvalu based upon our interdisciplinary field research experiences.

Two projects above combined, we have two targets of research. One is to contribute to prepare
short-term countermeasures against contemporary climatic and environmental changes in Oceanic
small atoll island nations including Tuvalu. The other is to pursue foundational research to explicate
environmental characteristics of coral atolls and socio-cultural characteristics of coral atoll societies,
and then to contribute to prepare mid- and long-term countermeasures against future climatic and
environmental changes with propositions to enhance the stability of coral atoll societies. Especially
to hit the latter target properly, we need detailed investigation of local conditions and variations of
both coral atoll environment and coral atoll society of Tuvalu as well as influence of human factors
to the formation of those conditions and variations at micro-level. Through this detailed
investigation, we will realize that we cannot bundle up all atolls of Tuvalu as “a drowning island.”

Each presentation of the symposium employs a wide range of scientific methodologies to crystallize
its analysis. Then through its analysis, each presenter reaches at his or her own scientific reality of
Tuvalu and/or Tuvaluans. However, at the same time, we believe that it is important to ask
ourselves a question: what would experiential and subjective realities of Tuvalu for Tuvaluans be
like? If any result of our research in Tuvalu is primarily for Tuvaluans as the main beneficiaries, it is
most significant to try to understand what Tuvaluans think, feel, and wish through our attempts of
communicative interpretation of their experiential and subjective realities. To have a better
contribution of our research results, we need to juxtapose our realities through analysis and
Tuvaluan realities through interpretation, then to start a second stage of dialogue beyond that
among researchers of different specialties. This is also our thinking which is implicated in the
symposium’s subtitle, “A Dialogue between Analysis and Interpretation.”
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Presentation 1

Geoarchaeology of ‘a Drowning Island’:
Prehistoric Human Settlement and Geomorphologic Formation of Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu

Toru Yamaguchi (Keio University)

In the central Pacific, atolls and reef islands range within the groups of Marshall, Kiribati and Tuvalu
lying between 102 N and S. Their islets of foraminiferal sand and coral shingle lie on mid-Holocene
emergent reef flats. In particular most of the subaerial landforms of atolls are no more than 2
meters in elevation and a few hundred meters wide. A storm surge easily inundates such low and
flat islets. There is no running surface water either, and some atolls frequently suffer from droughts.
Because of these and other characteristics, atolls have often been stereotyped as being extremely
marginal environments for human settlement. This oversimplified image tends to be reflected even
in the latest scientific reports on global warming, in which Fongafale in Funafuti Atoll, Tuvalu,
appears to be represented as a typical case of “drowning islands.”

However, there seem to be variety to vulnerability of atolls. In fact our archaeological investigations
of Majuro in Marshall and Funafuti in Tuvalu revealed diverse duration of human settlement
histories. The most reliable charcoal ages for earliest human settlement on Oceanic atolls were
obtained from Majuro Atoll, which date back to 1800 — 2000 yr. BP, but radiocarbon ages of
charcoal samples retrieved from Funafuti and Vaitupu suggest that Tuvalu were inhabited around ca.
500 yr. BP. It should be helpful to take account of the Holocene sea level change and examine
geomorphic formation of each atoll islet in considering this temporal difference of human
settlement histories.

Atolls in the central Pacific, lying far from the region of SPS-SOPITA, have not been practically
affected with crustal movement during the Holocene, and thus appear to have shared the following
experience of relative sea-level rise and upward growth of coral reef. During the mid-Holocene
period, the paleoreef had grown up to reach the highstand sea level over the bedrock of Pleistocene
limestone. The emergence of the Holocene reef is estimated around 2000 yr. BP, which is viewed as
a trigger of depositional process of atoll islets.

There is, however, the possibility that the process was not uniform and sedimentation of
foraminiferal sand and coral shingle was affected with more local conditions. Several results of our
geoarchaeological excavations in Fongafale, Funafuti Atoll, would be related with this topic.
Synthesizing them with the late 18th century’s topographic information reported by the Royal
Society of London, | then discuss a tentative scenario of geomorphic formation and prehistoric
human settlement of Fongafale. The diversity of human settlement histories could be an indicator of
the relative vulnerability of atoll islets.
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Presentation 2
Intrinsic Vulnerability of Fongafale Islet, Tuvalu: A View from Geomorphology

Hiroya Yamano (National Institute for Environmental Studies)

Seawater flooding at the central part of the island is observed at Fongafale Islet, Tuvalu, during
spring high tides. This indicates high vulnerability of Fongafale Islet to anticipated sea-level rise. To
my best knowledge, however, no other atoll islands have experienced such seawater flooding. In
this presentation, | show the vulnerability of Fongafale Islet lies in its landform that reflects human
influence to natural geomorphology.

The present-day landform of Fongafale Islet shows depression at the central part of the island,
showing proneness to flooding during high tides. Electromagnetic survey during a spring high tide in
March 2009 indicated seawater intrusion beneath the central part in rising tides. Historical
reconstruction over 100 years on the landform showed that the central part had been dominated
by swampland, and it was reclaimed by coral rubble during World War Il (Yamano et al., 2007). It
thus could be concluded that the present-day seawater flooding is due to its original landform and
porous structure of the island as a result of reclamation by coral rubble, while other atoll islands are
generally sandy, which could hold freshwater lens in the central part. Because Fongafale Islet
cannot hold sufficient underwater resources, it is vulnerable not only to sea-level rise but also to
climate change including precipitation variability.
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Presentation 3
Who are the Fongafale Islanders? : The Construction of Localness in Tuvalu’s Capital

Naoko Fukayama (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science/Ochanomizu University)
and Daichi Ishimori (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies RILCAA)

It has been a while since the issue of sea level rise attracted social and political attentions as
evidence and consequence of global warming. Tuvalu has become famous as a first and most
affected country along with Kiribati because its average height above the sea level is very low.

However, the narratives especially from the mass media have tendency to repeat “Sinking Tuvalu”
and emphasize the image that Tuvaluans are/will be suffered from inundation caused by
abnormally high tides. By doing so, they have overlooked the local actualities of the islands.

To contribute to this situation, | conducted fieldwork in Fongafale Island where the capital of Tuvalu
is located. | chose the heavily populated residential block and researched on two questions: Where
the people live, and who they are. As a result, firstly | noticed that the number of buildings had
almost doubled since 1980, and the rate of increase was higher in the east side by the runway than
in the west side by the lagoon. Secondary, | found that the resident seemed to be more from the
outer islands rather than Fongafale. Moreover regarding their previous life course, they are diverse
except the fact that the majority repeatedly move from one island to another.

Considering the geomorphological vulnerability of Fongafale indicated by Yamano, the first point
can be interpreted that ‘the area with high risk of inundation has become the residential area’ in
Fongafale, on the contrary of the common idea that ‘the existing residential area has been
inundated’. The second point can be understood that the people, who have long tradition of skilled
seafaring, live everyday life on the move—perhaps more than ever—in search of work, education,
medical treatment, or with adoration. Therefore there is no such thing as ‘staying islanders without
move’ on the ‘sinking island’. The Fongafale islanders are diverse and dynamically changing,
consequently the localness of Fongafale is always under construction.
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Presentation 4
Tuvaluans on the Move: Migration and Kinship Networks between Funafuti and Outer Islands

Makoto Kobayashi (Tokyo Metropolitan University)

On growing interest in the Global Warming and sea-level-rise, Tuvalu has been received attention
not only from some scientists but also from mass media and environmental groups. However, news
and the statements of the environmental groups tend to overemphasize a tragic scenario that
Tuvalu will sink under water by the sea-level-rise and the whole people will emigrate from their
home-land as "environmental refugees". Since this kind of scenario describes the people in Tuvalu
as those who have lived their lives in a single place for generations, it stresses the tragedy of the
people who have to move because of the sea-level rise. This presentation shows the actuality of
movements of the people which is excluded in the tragic scenario. The case | take is the movements
between Funafuti, the capital of Tuvalu and the outer islands.

It was since 1970s that the people from the outer islands started to migrate to Funafuti. In 1975
Tuvalu (at the time Ellice Islands) was separated from British Colony of Gilbert and Ellice Islands, and
in 1978 it got independent with its capital in Funafuti. Around that time, many Tuvaluan migrant
workers came back from the phosphate island of Banaba and Tarawa where the office of the colony
was located, and most of them subsequently settled at Funafuti. In Funafuti public facilities like
government offices, schools and hospitals as well as some private sectors were quickly established,
these institutions attracted people from outer islands as well. Furthermore, in addition to the one
way population flow from outer islands to Funafuti, improvement of shipping had increased the
both-way movements between Funafuti and the outer islands.

To prove this actuality with evidence, firstly | will show the overall migrations within the country
based on numerical data which was compiled from the passenger lists of the shipping. Then | will
present the case analysis based on the household survey conducted in Nanumea, one of the outer
islands, arguing kinship networks are important social capital when they move around.

The results clearly demonstrate that Tuvalu is a dynamic society of which the members keep
moving around back and forth, rather than the static society assumed in the tragic scenario.
Moreover through the notion of social capital, it will show some potential of the people who are
often represented as the passive victims. These points help us reconsider the characteristics of
Tuvaluan society, and also have some implications for the local-level adaptation programs against
the sea-level-rise.
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newlypublished

Gossip and the Everyday Production of Politics

NIKO BESNIER

ALTHOUGH GOSSIP is disapproved of
across the world’s societies, it is a promi-
nent feature of sociality, whose role in the
construction of society and culture can-

not be overestimated. In particular, gos-

sip is central to the enactment of politics:
through it people transform difference into
inequality and enact or challenge power
structures. Based on the author’s intimate
ethnographic knowledge of Nukulaelae
Atoll, Tuvalu, this work uses an analysis of
gossip as political action to develop a holis-
tic understanding of a number of disparate
themes, including conflict, power, agency,
morality, emotion, locality, belief, and gen-
der. It brings together two methodological
traditions—the microscopic analysis of
unelicited interaction and the macroscopic
interpretation of social practice—that are rarely wedded
successfully.

Drawing on a broad range of theoretical resources, Niko
Besnier approaches gossip from several angles. A detailed
analysis of how Nukulaelae’s people structure their gossip
interactions demonstrates that this structure reflects and
contributes to the atoll’s political ideology, which wavers
between a staunch egalitarianism and a need for hierarchy.
His discussion then turns to narratives of specific events in
which gossip played an important role in either enacting
egalitarianism or reinforcing inequality. Embedding gos-

Available from Amazon.co.jp or use this form to order from the publisher

orderform

NIKO BESNIER

sip in a broad range of communicative
practices enables Besnier to develop a
nuanced analysis of how gossip operates,
demonstrating how it allows some to gain
power while others suffer because of it.
Throughout, he is particularly attentive to
the ways in which anthropologists them-
selves are the subject and object of gossip,
making his work a notable contribution to
reflexive social science.

Written in an engaging and accessible
style, Gossip and the Everyday Production

of Politics will appeal to students and
scholars of political, legal, linguistic, and
psychological anthropology; social science
methodology; communication, conflict,
gender, and globalization studies; and
Pacific Islands studies.

NIKO BESNIER is professor of cultural anthropology at the
University of Amsterdam. Trained in anthropology, lin-
guistics, and mathematics, his current research focuses on
identity formation at the intersection of the global and the
local, concepts of modernity in non-Western contexts, and
the transnational movement of professional athletes.

July 2009, est. 264 pages, 8 illus.
ISBN 978-0-8248-3338-1, cloth, US$49.00

Please send copylies) of Besnier/Gossip and the Everyday
Production of Politics at US$49.00 each (plus shipping), to:

SHIPPING & HANDLING Within the US: US$5 for the first book, US$1
for each additional book. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. For US airmail,
add US$7 for the first book, US$4 each additional; allow 7-10 days. Canada
& Mexico: US$10 for first book, US$7 each additional. All other countries:
US$10 per book. Allow up to 4 weeks. Payment must be made in US
funds. Canada: Add 5% GST.
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