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JAPS MURDER FIVE ON NAURU

Atrocity In 1943 Disclosed

CANBERRA, Wednesday.—The Australian Administrator of Nauru Island and four other officials were
executed by the Japanese at Nauru Island on March 26, 1943. Those executed were:—=The Administrator,
Lieutenant-Colonel F. R. Chalmers, of Tasmania. The Government medical officer, Dr. B. H. Quinn, of
Melbourne. The medical assistant of the Nauru Administration, Mr. W. H. Shugg. The engineer of the
British Phosphate Commissioner’s staff, Mr. W. H. Doyle. (20 September 1945, Sydney Morning Herald,

Microfilms Dixon Library, University of New England, Australia)
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Other evidence given by Nauruans and Gilbertese suggests that the prisoners were summarily beheaded in

anger because of the damage caused by the raid, and their bodies thrown into the sea. (Macdonald and



Williams 1985: 326)
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On my arrival | observed there were six Europeans on the island. During the time of the second bombing
18t Lt NAKAYAMA Company Commander of the Guard Unit HQ ordered 2™ Lt SASAKI to execute six
men. | was working at the airfield at the time of the air-strike and was ordered to assess the damage done
and submit a report thereof to HQ. | reported the damage to 2™ Lt SASAKI who later told me that he
(SASAKI) had been ordered by 1%t Lt NAKAYAMA to execute six Europeans. (HH%) A Lee Wong Chong,
a Chinaman, was cook for high Australian authority. This cook knows of 2" Lt SASAKI very well. 2™ Lt
SASAKI had done great bodily harm to Chinese as well as other people, so the cook should identify him
easily. 15 Lt NAKAYAMA and 2™ Lt SASAKI were the two who were responsible for many bad things
on the island. (AWMb54-615/5/1 31/51)
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Q: How long after the execution did you hear of it?

A: The time of the bombing was from late evening to early morning. After the raid | went to examine the
damage caused on the airstrip; at about 1200 hrs | reported to 2™ Lt SASAKI giving him details of the
damage. 2™ Lt SASAKI pointed to his pistol and proudly said that his pistol had killed the Europeans.
SASAKI was showing off his skill as a pistol shot.

Q: Did SASAKI state why the execution of the Europeans had been carried out?

A: He did not say.

Q: Did SASAKI state who else was at the execution?

A: No. (AWMb54-615/5/1 31/51)

Z O/ RN, 1946 410 H 10 HIZHEE Y X T, ZOFMICE L CIXEREGRTH D
BOFFE2 L TCW5, FTitOREIITVA I TLHERELOEHLOO—ETH 5,

EXECUTION OF 5 EUROPEANS SASAKI positively denies: That he (SASAKI) shot any of the
Europeans with his pistol, as related by SATO GIN. (AWMb54-1010/6/90, MP742/1-336/1/908)
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After daybreak on the morning of 26 Mar 43, following an Allied air raid on the island, Chinese and
Nauruans who were patients or attached to the hospital staff witnessed, unobserved by the Japanese, a
motor truk stop put side the house where the Europeans were detained. About 4 Jap soldiers, including
one officer with a sword entered the house. From their various points of vision the witnesses were able to
see into the house to varying degrees and witnessed various stages in the beheading of the five Europeans
by the Jap officer with his sword. The headless bodies and a box containing the heads of the 5 Europeans
were afterwards seen to be carried out of the house and loaded on a truk by a party of Japanese, of whom
several were identified, including 2™ Lt SAKATA, Tadae and Seaman HARADA, Takekazu. (JAPANESE
WAR CRIMES ON NAURU Ref AHQ signal 2328/AG18204 of 18 Apr - para 7.)
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He recollects there being 3 or 4 officials or civilians and one Swiss missionary, whereas there were 5
officials or civilians and 2 missionaries. Takeuchi claims that the Europeans enjoyed considerable liberty
of movement, included in gardening and had a Chinese servant assigned to them. (##%) The raid
commenced during darkeness at about 2300 hrs sometime in the latter part of Mar 43, and continued until
about 0400 hrs the following morning, shortly before daylight. Immediately the raid commenced
TAKEUCHI processed to the combat direction station and remained there directing operations until about
0900 hrs. During that time he received several reports from NAKAYAMA.. At between 0200 and 0300 hrs
(he is positive that the time was early in the morning during the hours of darkness) NAKAYAMA came
to the combat control station and made a report concerning the Europeans. Owing to the bombardment
TAKEUCHI claims that he did not clearly understand NAKAYAMA'’S report, but he gained the
impression that the Europeans had been killed by the bombing. (AWM54-1010/6/90, MP742/1-
336/1/1535)
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